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132 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

L'ANIMISME FETICHISTE DES NEGRES DE BaHIA par Ie Dr. NlNA-RODRIGUES. 

Bahia (Bre'sil) : Reis & Comp. 1900. Pp. vii, 162. 

This little book, the result of personal observations, contains much in- 
teresting and valuable matter concerning the mythology and religion of 
the negroes of Bahia in Brazil. It is the redaction in French of a study 
published in 1896 in the Revista Brazileira. The five chapters treat of : 
fetishistic theology; fetishistic liturgy; withcraft, fortune-telling, posses- 
sions, oracles ; ceremonies, candombles, sacrifices, funeral rites ; conversion 
to Catholism. Although the Bahia negroes are of diverse origins the pre- 
vailing mythological and religious notions of African origin are Yoruban by 
reason of the large number of slaves of that people brought over and on 
account of the close commercial relations long continued between Bahia 
and Lagos. Only a small minority of the negroes, the musulmis or malts, 
profess Islamism, and they are said to be of Haussa origin. The orisas, or 
" saints," are a prominent feature of negro religion. Litholatry expresses 
itself in the Sango cult, hydrolatry in that olyd-man-jd or " mother of waters." 
There is a god or saint of small-pox. Dendrolatry is typified by the cult of the 
iroco or Ficus religiosa. The fetishistic " temples " are called terreiros, the 
grand annual festivals are known as candomblts. The mixture of African 
fetishism and Catholicism has produced some curious results. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 



